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Here are some interesting facts to keep in mind whenever you're questioned about the relevance of mainframe / host applications in today's computing environment.
Fact # 1:   As you may know, COBOL is the main programming language used in developing "monolithic" hostapplications (i.e., where data, business, and presentation logic are intertwined in the program). This quote comes from an eWeek article written two years ago.
"According to a report by Gartner Inc., applications managing about 85 percent of the world's business data are written in COBOL. And despite the rush to object-oriented languages, 60 percent of the world's code base is still written in COBOL-and that figure is expected to increase."
Fact # 2:  From the presentation Peter Simkin gave to Microsoft's evangelists in Tampa:
"Over 70% of existing IBM mainframe applications mix business and presentation logic in the host program.  By the way, these host applications cannot be accessed by Microsoft's Host Integration Server.
Fact # 3:  In a survey conducted by Survey.com for one of our main competitors:
"...the mean number of mission critical host applications running on respondent mainframe/host systems is over 200!"
Fact # 4:  People who maintain COBOL programs are in demand and have some job protection against the recent outsourcing trends because:
"Imported workers lack understanding of the ingredient that makes COBOL so invaluable - its incorporation of business procedures." 

For more details on facts # 1 & # 4, you can read the full article at eWeek here.
 

For Peter's Powerpoint Presentation to Microsoft's Evangelists, click here. 

Want to see your name in lights? Shoot me an email or voicemail with your Sales QuickTip! 
Good Selling!
Mark Ouyang
Sr. Manager, Sales Enablement
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